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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE AN LONGFOIRT

Minutes of March Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 11th March 2015 at 4.00 p.m.
_______________________________________________________________________
PRESIDING:


Councillor Mark Casey, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, 





John Duffy, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 





Gerard Farrell, Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, 





Martin Mulleady, Colm Murray, Pat O’Toole,  Peggy Nolan,  



P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross, Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.  
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, Chief Executive.





Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Barry Lynch, Director of Services/Head of Finance.





Mr. Tom Murtagh, Acting Director of Services.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

VOTES OF SYMPATHY.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Sexton, it was

unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the McGeeney family, 

Market Square, Longford on the death of Noel McGeeney, former Cathaoirleach and member

of Longford County Council.  Many tributes were paid to Noel by the Councillors.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Carrigy seconded by Councillor C. Murray, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Cathaoirleach,

Councillor Mark Casey and his wife Bernie on the recent death of Bernie’s mother, 

Frances Lennon.
The meeting adjourned for five minutes as a mark of respect to the McGeeney and Lennon families.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler  seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 11th February 2015, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
Rural Development Programme.
The members welcomed the recent announcement regarding the allocation of €7.6m to County Longford in the latest tranche of funding in the LEADER element of the Rural Development Programme.

Connolly Barracks, Longford.
Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Carrigy seconded that the Connolly Barracks Sub-Committee present a two monthly report to the members regarding up-to-date proposals for Connolly Barracks. 
Sports Capital Programme.

The members welcomed the recent announcement regarding Sports Capital funding.
Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, stated that any groups who are interested should ensure that they are registered on the online system before 5pm on Friday, 10th April 2015 and to get their applications in online before Friday, 24th April 2015.
 

CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on 14th January
2015, as circulated, were noted.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The summary of Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, was noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE,

CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES, HUMAN RESOURCES, 

PLANNING & BUILDING CONTROL.

Planning Applications.
The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
2014 Audit Committee Annual Report.

Mr. Patrick Groarke,  Chairperson of the Audit Committee, outlined the details of the Annual Report of the Audit Committee under the following headings  -

Section 1
-
Background to Audit Committee.

Section 2
-
Role & Functions of the Audit Committee.

Section 3 
-
Membership of the Audit Committee.

Section 4
-
Chairpersons Statement.

Section 5
-
Operation of the Audit Committee.

Section 6
-
Going Forward.
Mr. Groarke stated that the former Audit Committee - appointed following the Local Elections in 2009 - met on the 6th March and the 15th May 2014.  The Committee examined a number of issues within its remit and issued recommendations where appropriate.   The Local Government Auditor and senior staff of the Council presented reports to the Audit Committee as requested by the members.
Following the Local Elections in May 2014, the following were appointed members of the Audit Committee 
· Mr. Patrick Groarke is a Solicitor based in Longford Town.

· Mr. Gerry Brady was formerly an elected member of Longford County Council.

· Mr. Michael Connellan is a Solicitor based in Longford Town and was formerly an elected member of Longford Town Council.

· Ms. Ciara Gillen is a Chartered Accountant with RSM Farrell Grant Sparks, Longford.

· Mr. Pat O’Brien is the principal of O’Brien & Co., Chartered Accountants and Registered Auditors based in Longford Town.

The inaugural meeting of the new Audit Committee was held on the 25th September 2014 at which Patrick Groarke was appointed Chairperson of the Committee and Pat O’Brien was appointed Vice-Chairperson.   A further meeting was held on the 24th November 2014 at which the Draft Audit Committee Charter was approved and submitted to Longford County Council for approval.  The Audit Committee Charter was approved by the Council at Monthly Meeting held on the 10th December 2014.

Mr. Groarke stated that the Audit Committee provides an independent expert review, assessment and advice on financial management and reporting processes, internal control systems and procedures, risk management and audit matters.  The Committee’s role is primarily an advisory one and the Committee is not vested with any executive powers or any statutory powers of investigation or enquiry.     The statutory functions of the Audit Committee are set out in Section 122(2)(a) to (f) of the functions of the Local Government Act 2001 and in S.I. 244 of 2014 entitled Local Government (Audit Committee) Regulations, 2014.  The Committee strives to identify the most pressing issues which require particular attention within the constraints of the time and resources which are available to the Committee. 

Mr. Groarke  replied to queries raised by the members and thanked the Chief Executive, Head of Finance, Management Team, Internal Auditor and staff of the County Council for their assistance. 

The Cathaoirleach and Chief Executive thanked Mr. Groarke and the Audit Committee for their commitment to the Audit Committee.        
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the 2014 Audit Committee Annual Report, as presented.     
Draft Occupation of Vacant Commercial Premises Incentive Scheme.
Councillor S. Butler, Chairperson of the Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee, outlined the details of the Draft Occupation of Vacant Commercial Premises Incentive Scheme, as considered and agreed by the members of the Strategic Policy Committee.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor J. Duffy, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Occupation of Vacant Commercial Premises Incentive Scheme, as circulated.

Community Tourism Diaspora Initiative.

Details of the Failte Ireland/IPB Community Tourism Diaspora Initiative were circulated to the members.  It was noted that applications must be submitted by the 31st March 2015.
County Longford Tourism Committee  -  AGM.

Councillor M. Carrigy stated that the 2015 AGM of the County Longford Tourism Committee will be held in the Granard Community Library on the 14th April 2015.
Blueway Festival.

Councillor Carrigy informed the meeting that activity and accommodation providers in Longford are invited to attend a public information meeting in Backstage Theatre, Longford on Tuesday evening, 24th March.

The meeting is being hosted by Waterways Ireland, in conjunction with Longford Tourism, and will give details of the Shannon Blueway which will be launched in Longford towards the end of next month.

Twinning of Longford with Huixquilucan, Mexico.

The Chief Executive outlined the Draft programme for the visit of Mexican delegation from 
Huixquilican to Longford 18th-20th March. 
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS, HOUSING & BUILDING.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that two public liability claims were received during February 2015.

Financial Update for Quarter 4 of 2014.
Mr. B. Lynch, Head of Finance, outlined the details of the Quarterly Financial Update for Quarter 4, as circulated, and replied to queries raised by the members. 
Mr. Lynch stated that the completion of the 2014 AFS has been delayed pending guidance from the Department of the Environment, Community & Local Government, in relation to technical accounting issues and will be presented to the members once this is resolved.
Home Repossessions.

The members discussed the pending crisis regarding the repossession of family homes in County Longford.  Councillor M. Sexton proposed that the Council should support these families at court proceedings. 
On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor M. Casey, it was unanimously agreed that a letter be forwarded to An Taoiseach, the Minister for Finance and the A.I.L.G. stating that Longford County Council does not support the repossession of family homes.

Meeting with Representatives from the H.S.E.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly it was agreed that Mr. Joe Ruane and Mr. Pat Bennett, H.S.E., be requested to attend a meeting of Longford County Council regarding health issues, particularly the provision of a “step down” facility at St. Joseph’s Care Centre, Longford.

Housing Grants for people with a Disability.
The Cathaoirleach requested clarification regarding the ‘right of residency’ clause contained in  applications for Housing Adaptation Grants for people with a Disability.
INFRASTRUCTURAL, ENVIRONMENTAL & EMERGENCY SERVICES.

Minutes of Infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 29th January 2015.
The minutes of Infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 29th January 2015, as circulated, were noted.

Notice of Motion.

Section 12 of Water Services Act 2014.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor  S. Butler   -

“I call on Longford County Council to write to Mr. Alan Kelly, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government to seek clarification as why, under Section 12 of Water Services Act 2014, Irish Water was excluded from having to pay Commercial Rates to Local Authorities, despite other State Sponsored utility providers 
such as ESB and Bord Gais being some of the largest Rate Payers in the State.”

Councillor Warnock amended the motion as follows  -

“That Longford County Council writes to Deputy Alan Kelly, Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government to enquire about the compensation which he announced would be paid by his Department to Local Authorities to replace the loss of income which occurred when the Minister exempted IW from Commercial Rates under Section 12 of the Water Services Act 2014.  How much would Longford County Council expect by way of compensation? When they should expect to receive this? Will this be an annual allocation by the Department”
A number of members expressed concern regarding Water Charges being increased if Irish Water are billed for commercial rates.

Councillor J. Duffy proposed and Councillor P. Ross seconded that the Council should not write to the Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government regarding this issue.
A vote was taken  -

For a letter to be forwarded to the Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government  -  

Councillors  S. Butler, M. Casey, P. O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, M. Sexton and G. Warnock  -  Total  -  6

Against a letter to be forwarded to the Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government  -  

Councillors  P. Brady, J. Browne, M. Carrigy, J. Duffy, G. Farrell and P. Ross  -

Total  -  6

The Cathaoirleach used his casting vote in favour of a letter being forwarded to the Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government   -  Total  -  7
General Items.
Correspondence 
(i) Letter dated 18th November 2015 received from the Office of the Minister of Health regarding meeting members of the Council concerning funding for emergency Hostel Accommodation in County Longford was noted.
(ii) Letter dated 25th February 2015 received from Inland Fisheries Ireland regarding a National Angling Development Plan was noted.
(iii) Letter dated 26th February 2015 received from Fonduireacht an Phiarsaigh regarding Padraig Pearse Award 2015 was noted.
(iv) Letter dated 19th February 2015 received from Irish Water regarding Public Consultation: Irish Water’s Draft Water Services Strategic Plan was noted.
Notices of Motions.

Funding for Disability Services.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly  and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton -

“That Longford County Council writes to Mr.  Leo Varadkar,  T.D., Minister of Health, requesting him to increase additional funding to the Disability Services and to provide respite care to this section of our community as patients under sixty five do not qualify for respite care.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Minister Varadkar.

Post of Superintendent in Granard Garda Station.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly  and seconded by Councillor  M. Carrigy  -
“That Longford County Council writes to Ms. Frances Fitzgerald, T.D., Minister for Justice & Equality, asking that the post of Superintendent in Granard Garda Station be filled.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Minister Fitzgerald and also to Ms. Noirin O’Sullivan, Garda Commissioner.
The members wished Superintendent Fergus Treanor every success in his appointment as Longford Superintendent.
Conferences -

Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
VOTES OF SYMPATHY.
Councillor P. O’Toole proposed and Councillor M. Cahill seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended  to  the  family of the late Fr. Padraig McGowan, P.P., Ballymahon. 

Councillor P. O’Toole proposed and Councillor M. Cahill  seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended  to  the Browne family, Terlicken, Ballymahon on the death of  Anne Browne. 

Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended  to  the Murphy family, Soran, Ballinalee on the death of Peter Murphy .
Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended  to  the Murphy family, Aughreagh, Ballinalee on the death of Pat Murphy .
Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended  to  the Behan family, Corlinan, Ballinalee on the death of Jason Behan.
Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended  to  the Nugent family, Listrahee, Ballinalee on the death of Rosaleen Costello.

Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended  to  the Kiernan family, Drumeel, Ballinalee on the death of Elizabeth Dalton.
Councillor M. Casey proposed and Councillor G. Farrell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended  to  the Brady family, Rathcline Road, Lanesboro on the death of Aisling Brady.
Councillor M. Casey proposed and Councillor G. Farrell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended  to  the Hand family, Newpark, Lanesboro on the death of John Hand.
Councillor P.J. Reilly proposed and Councillor Michael Carrigy seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended  to  the Smith family, Kilbride, Abbeylara on the death of Eileen Smith.
VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS.

Councillor P. Ross  proposed and Councillor M. Casey seconded that a vote of congratulations to  Martina and David Burns on winning the Irish Drink Award from the Irish Food Writers Guild.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
8th April 2015.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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